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Ghos of History shows Dutch past and present
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particular photo depicting factory
workers taking a break on a set of
stairs.

To determine whether or not she
had the correct location, she decided
to lay the photos one on top of the
other using the photo editing soft
ware Photoshop.

~ The haunting result of past meets
~ present confirmed her hypothesis

,•c~-~ while at the same time providing yet
another outlet for Teeuwisse to share
her passion for history.

She repeated the process for a
number of different photos, all span

~ ning from roughly 1930-1945 — ferret
--2: ing out the location, shooting current

photos, and spending countless hours
getting the pictures to line up just
right.

Teeuwisse then posted the photos
0fl the photo sharing site Flickr and
promptly forgot all about them. Even
tually, Internet users found her online
photo album and began requesting
mash-ups of their own; mostly of a
certain unit or soldiers from a specific
country taken around the end of the
Second World War.

She dubbed the resulting photo
collection Ghosts of History.

“People seem to realise that where
they work, where they live, where
their children go to school, things

happened, people died, wars .were
fought,” Teeuwisse says enthusiasti
cally. “Through these mash-üps, 1 cre
ate something visual that normally
we can’t see; that history is part of us.
It’s all around us’

Then, in 2012, she decided to do
something different. “1 decided to try
using pictures of American Troops
in Normandy, France,’~she says. This
one move proved to be agame chang~
er for both Teeuwisse and the Ghosts
of History project

The photos generated enough ex
citement to attract the attention of
British newspaper The Daily’ M~i4
which promptly published an, article
on their website featuring Teeuwisse’s
photos. From there, the project was
featured on American television.

With the help of her friends at
War History Online, Teeuwisse put
up a website to deal .with the infiux
of traffic and photo commissions. The
accompanying Facebook page has
skyrocketed to 23,662 likes since Oc
tober 2012.

Despite her success, Teeuwisse re-’
mains humble. “1 just hôpe that these
pictures help ignite an interest in his
tory and help people think about our
past and the sacrifices made by many
for our freedom. 1f it brings history to
a wider audience, that’s a good thing’
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Historical cönsuliant Jo Hedwig Teéuwisse has created a series of photographic images showing just
hOw. close the mOdern Netherlands is to its past. TIFFANY JANSEN looks at these World War II photo
mash-ups and the idea that inspired them.
V~i’ht do you do vhen you come consultancy, Hi’storisch’ Advies Bu
across a box of old nEegatives? Why, reau ‘30-’45 (Bistorical Consultancy ..*‘,~. “~*

you take a photo of the. same loca- ‘30-’45);where she.andher team tack~ ~ ~.

tions today and put the, t~o together :1e history-related questiôns, conduct. . ‘- -. 4.
to create a photographic mash-up, of research, make reproductions, organ- ~

course! - ise events, set up displays and provide. :
At least that’is what historical con- period props for film and television. ~-

sultant Jo Hedwig Teeu*isse did back Her handiwork can be •- in Paul -

in 2004 when she ‘stumbied upon a Verhoevenrs Zwartboek (Black Book), ‘~ ‘~‘
box of 300 negatives dating b~t~veen Martin Köolhoven’s @orlogswinter - . ,

1944 and 1945 at an Amsterdam flea (Winter in Wartirne), and De Tweel- -

market. - ‘ ing (The Twins) based onthe novel of ,~i -.,

A native of The Hague, Teeuwisse’s the same namé by Tessa de Loo. She — ~ ‘

love of history goes back as far as she also lenther expertise to documenta-
can remember.; “Suddenly realising ries for MTV~ RTL and the Discôvery
what history is — that there actually Channel, among others. — 1.1.

were people living before 1 was bom •So, naturally, the historian in’ her
— that’s something quite impressive was very keen to find’oüt,as much as
when you’re a child,” she says. she could about these photographs.

As a girl, she spent hours poring A studént in Amsterdam at the
over, the World War II history books time, she was quite familiar ~?ith the R~
from her father’s collection. The pho- city and recognised some of the loca
tos and stones she found in those tions pictured in the old negatives. -~ BI
books planted the seëd, and over the Curiosity led her to those same spots Photo: Jo Hedwig Teeuwisse .,~‘ ~

years her love of the 1930s and 40s to take modern day photos just to see
grew. ‘ how the locations had changed. she , had taken, however, Teeuwisse

Today, she has her own hi~to~ica1 While looking through the shots began to doubt the location of one
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