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Always Learning

WCC’s Collegium
for Lifelong Learning

dith Litt knew something

needed to change.
Widowed and retired, with most
of her friends moving away to
Florida, the Sleepy Hollow resi-
dent craved intellectual stimula-
tion and social interaction.

She decided to audit archi-
tecture courses at Yale Uni-
versity. Though she enjoyed
the courses, being the oldest
student proved frustrating. “|
was the old lady sitting there
with a bunch of kids,” she says.
“If I wanted to talk to somebody
about one of the courses after
the lecture, they weren’t going to
talk to me. They wanted to talk
to each other.”

If she couldn’t find the combina-
tion of intellectual and social
stimulation she was craving,
Edith was determined to create

it herself. That germ of an idea
blossomed into the Collegium for
Lifelong Learning. The program
would offer older adults the op-
portunity to gather, learn about
and discuss topics that inter-

est them, and get to know one
another. All Edith needed was a
location.

A Westchester Community Col-
lege Foundation Board Member
at the time, Edith felt that few
understood that WCC was a
wonderful institution with so
much to offer to the community.
Housing the Collegium at WCC
would give a wider range of peo-
ple the opportunity to experience
the school’s gorgeous, sprawling
campus, warm atmosphere, and
top-notch faculty.

After some initial concerns about
space and classroom avail-
ability, the Collegium found a
home at the College’s Knollwood
Center, a squat, rustic-looking
stone building on the outskirts of

campus. Once the athletic build-
ing and then a children’s center,
it now houses four renovated
classrooms and a common area.

The Collegium for Lifelong
Learning officially opened at
WCC in 2004. For the first

five years or so, Edith hand-
selected the courses herself,
which were, and continue to be,
taught by professors, retired
educators, or professionals with
expertise in the subject area
who volunteer their time.

Now that there’s a Collegium
board to run the show, Edith is
able to enjoy the program she
founded all those years ago as
a learner. And there’s certainly a
plethora of fascinating subjects
to explore. This fall, there will

be courses on everything from
personal finances to the Battle of
Leyt Gulf, from a Billy Wilder film
retrospective to play readings
and the 2016 election.

Courses are held on Wednes-
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days and Fridays (sign up for
either day or for both), and run
for six weeks. There’s a break
between classes for coffee,
cookies, and mingling, as well
as a group lunch. Participants
often join with their spouse or a
group of friends, though many
come to the program as individ-
uals. Cost for a Wednesday or
Friday series is about $200, or
participate in the full program
for about $400.

“Many, many people have
made new friends here,” Edith
says of the program, herself
included. “You have people to
talk to about stuff that interests
you. The benefits of friendship
are incalculable.”

For more information on The
Collegium, google “wcc colle-
gium” and follow the link to find
course offerings. Or call/ email:
914-606-6748; collegium@
sunywcc.edu

- By Tiffany Jansen



